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Please find bciow and or attaehed an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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Application No. 



Applicant(s) 



09.976.073 

Office Action Summary Examiner 

Victor S Chang 1771 
- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

■ Extensions o ( t.me ma,- oe a^a^aoie u n de r t h e provisions of 3" CFR 1 136 a ■ >n no e.ent no/.e.er ma, a r epi, be t.me.y f ied 
af\e r S!X i6) MONTHS from trie ma-l.ng date of tois com mi." cation 

- l f trie penod for reply speof.ed abo.e is less tnan th-rt, -30. da,s. a rep', .vthir toe statute, m.r.imurr of t n -l, 3c da,s .*. " be cors.aereci ' , 

- I f NO period for repi, is specified abo-e. toe ma*im u m standc, perod : ' app : r and .'. ■ e»p r e S a 6- ','ONTnS from tne mailng date of this communication 

- Fdi'ure to repi, A-ito:^ tbe set c e-te^ded pt r od for rep._, a-i . o, statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED f 35 US C § 1 33 

- An , rep! j r ecei ,ea by the Office later than three months after the manng date of this communication, e . e n ;f t.ir.ei f.ied. r ^-s , reduce a n , 
; earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 "04- b- 

Status 

1 O Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)Q This action ts FINAL. 2b)E] This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for forma! mailers, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayie, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) [x] Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

; 5)D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 1-8 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

80 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)[x] The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)G objected to by the Examiner. 

: Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

aOAII b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
Attachment(s) 

1 ) H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) [U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6) Q Other: 

U S Pa:e-: a-c T-ase'-na-K O" ze " " ™" ~ " " ' ~" ~ 

PTO-326 {Rev. 04-01 ) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 5 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 



1. The claims 1 and 2 are objected to because they include reference characters 
which are not enclosed within parentheses. 

Reference characters corresponding to elements recited in the detailed 
description of the drawings and used in conjunction with the recitation of the same 
element or group of elements in the claims should be enclosed within parentheses so 
as to avoid confusion with other numbers or characters which may appear in the claims. 
See MPEP§ 608.01 (m). 



2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, requires the specification to be written in "full, 
clear, concise, and exact terms." The specification is replete with terms which are not 
clear, concise and exact. The specification should be revised carefully in order to 
comply with 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph. Examples of some unclear, inexact or 
verbose terms used in the specification are: on page 2, line 4, the statement "In 
accordance with claims 1 and 2,... " is vague and indefinite, because the scope of the 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



claims could be amended and canceled. 
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4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable 
one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and/or use the invention. In particular, the scope of claims 1 and 2 are not 
present in the Specification. 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification ^ha!! conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

7. Claim 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims merely setting forth physical characteristics desired in the article, and not 
setting forth specific compositions which would meet such characteristics, are invalid as 
vague, indefinite, and functional since they cover any conceivable combination of 
ingredients either presently existing or which might be discovered in future and which 
would impart desired characteristics; thus, the expressions "an adhesive which was not 
yet mentioned in the above claims" in claim 6, and "adhesive is well tolerated by 
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humans and does not cause injuries" in claim 7 are too broad and indefinite since each 
of these claims purports to cover everything which will perform the desired functions 
regardless of its compositions, and, in effect, recites compounds by what it is desired 
that they do rather than what they are; expression also too broad since it appears to 
read upon materials that could not possibly be used to accomplish purposes intended. - 
Ex parte Solb (PO AbApp) 157 USPQ 172. 

8. Claims 1-8 are not rejected on the basis of adverse prior art. 

9. Applicants are requested to bring copending applications directed to similar 
subject matter, if any, to the Examiners attention. Applicants are further requested to 
submit any prior art they are aware of which they believe would be helpful to the 
Examiner in considering whether the present application is patentable. M.P.E.P. 707.05 



10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. In addition, the following references are cited of interest for 
making an elastic tape stiffened in transverse direction: 



1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor S Chang whose telephone number is 703-605- 
4296. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiners 
supervisor, Terrel H Morris can be reached on 703-308-2414. The fax phone numbers 



(2). 



US 5522787 to Evans 



US 6015379 to Sachse 
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for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-931 0 
for regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 



0661. 
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May 13, 2002 



DANIEl ZIRKER 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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